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This text refers to question: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10
Samuel Pepys - the man who wrote more than a million words in 9 years

Samuel Pepys (1633 - 1703) is famous because he wrote 1.4 million words in his diary using a secret code.
The diary was handwritten and not typed! So, next time your teachers tell you to write 200 words in an
hour just smile and do the work! Historians only managed to decipher his diaries 122 years after his death.

At school Samuel was regarded as lazy and at college he was often drunk. But he lived in exciting times
and through his writings we have a wonderful view of England in the 17th century.  He was the 2nd son of
a tailor and he married a French Huguenot. He started working for his cousin, the Earl of Sandwich, and
when he was 25, he survived a gall stone operation - something that was unheard of in those days. This
miracle was reported in the newspapers of those times and Samuel was so thankful that he had survived
that he decided to dedicate his life to the public service and he became the secretary for an MP (Member
of Parliament).

Due to his work, he was often invited to the beautiful palace of King Charles II.

His very first diary entry was written on January 1, 1660 and it read: “Dined at home where my wife used
the remains of the Christmas turkey to make supper. She burned her hand on the hot stove. She wore the
lovely blue dress her aunt had given her.”

He wrote his last entry when his eye sight started failing, nine years later.  
The major problems of his time were: money, power, corruption, alcohol abuse and flirtations with people
other than your wife or husband. These problems are still with us it seems!

The most important form of recreation was going to the theatre and Pepys himself attended 300 plays in
his lifetime. Although he flirted with many of the actresses, he was very jealous of his wife. When she took
dancing lessons he wrote this in his diary:
                        
“I listened at the door, and I was really worried when I heard nothing.  She is an attractive woman,
especially in her white muslin dress. I was pleased when I could hear them tapping their feet on the
wooden floor.”  

Rewritten and adapted from: Stories behind everyday things - Readers Digest

Question 1: True/False 2 marks
Samuel Pepys stopped writing in his diary because he developed arthritis in his hands.

TRUE FALSE
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Question 2: Text Input 3 marks
At school Samuel was regarded as lazy, but in fact he was quite the opposite. What is the opposite of lazy?

Question 3: Please Fill In The Blanks 8 marks
The text on Samuel Pepys is (1) because it gives the reader (2) about the time in which he lived. In his
diaries he (3) people of today what life was like in his time.
All the words you have made using ‘inform' are (4) of the word.

Possible Answers: informative | information | informed | derivatives

1 2

3 4

Question 4: True/False 2 marks
Samuel Pepys showed his gratitude by dedicating his life to God.

TRUE FALSE

Question 5: Multiple Choice 4 marks
Being a secretary to an important person in the 17th century was regarded as a ... .

A woman's job.

B comedown in life.

C respectable position.

D suitable way to show your humility.
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Question 6: Please Fill In The Blanks 4 marks
Pepys had a (1) nature. His (2) was out of control.

Possible Answers: flirtacious | jealousy | flirtatios | jelousey

1 2

Question 7: Multiple Choice 4 marks
The secret code used by Pepys to write his diary, was deciphered in ... .

A 1633

B 1703

C 1825

D 1911

Question 8: Multiple Choice 4 marks
Refer to the text on Samuel Pepys:
Which “deadly sin" did he commit regarding his wife? He was ... .

A jealous of her.

B always eating too much.

C quick to get angry.

D very proud of her.

Question 9: Text Input 3 marks
What kind of beverage causes drunkenness?

Question 10: Text Input 3 marks
Was Pepys regarded as a model student?
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Total: 37 Marks
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